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DETAILED ACTION 
Status of Claims 

1 . Due to communications filed 10/9/03, the following is a non-final first office 
action. Claims 1-21 are pending in this application and have been examined on the 
merits. Claims 1-21 are rejected as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3, 7, 8, 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yokoi (US 2002/0046663 A1 ). 

As per claim 1 , Yokoi discloses: 

a stamp side-detecting portion for determining on which side of each of postal 
items a stamp is affixed, ([0039], lines 9-10, shows stamp detecting unit, w/ [0044], lines 
3-6, shows x and y coordinates of stamp is detected); 

a sorting portion for sorting the postal items based on information determined by 
said stamp side-detecting portion, ([0039], lines 19-22, sorting based on face value of 
stamp, where it is shown that the face value is determined by evaluating the gap area 
through image analysis of the stamp (through x, y coordinates), therefore, sorting is 
ultimately determined based on the evaluation of the x, y coordinates of the stamp); and 
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a facing portion for aligning the postal items so that their stamp sides face the 
same direction, ([0062], shows that when stamp is identified, standard patterns are 
detected corresponding to stamp directions and then derives matching degrees which 
identifies the type and orientation (direction) of the stamp which gives maximum 
similarity). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to sort based on the determination of which side of each of postal 
items a stamp is affixed with the motivation of sorting postal items by the analysis of 
stamp position. 

As per claims 2, 18-20 Yokoi discloses: 

a stamp side-detecting portion for determining on which side of each of postal 
items a stamp is affixed, ([0039], lines 9-10, shows stamp detecting unit, w/ [0044], lines 
3-6, shows x and y coordinates of stamp is detected); 

a sorting portion for sorting the postal items based on information determined by 
said stamp side-detecting portion, ([0039], lines 19-22, sorting based on face value of 
stamp, where it is shown that the face value is determined by evaluating the gap area 
through image analysis of the stamp (through x, y coordinates), therefore, sorting is 
ultimately determined based on the evaluation of the x, y coordinates of the stamp); and 

a facing portion for aligning the postal items so that their stamp sides face the 
same direction, ([0062], shows that when stamp is identified, standard patterns are 
detected corresponding to stamp directions and then derives matching degrees which 
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identifies the type and orientation (direction) of the stamp which gives maximum 
similarity); 

wherein said facing portion has multiple rollers with different mounting angles 
varying from tilted to erect, and a raising portion for raising the postal items sorted by 
said sorting portion so that the bearings of the postal items are changed from tilted to 
erect/Wherein said sorting portion has guide members for adjusting the ranges of the 
postal items when sorted/wherein said facing portion has a raising portion for raising the 
postal items sorted by said sorting portion so that the postal items are transported in an 
erect state/wherein said raising portion has multiple rollers with different mounting 
angles varying from tilted to erect, (Fig. 1 , w/[0062], where tilted is represented by 180 
degrees and erect is represented by 90 degrees). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to sort based on the determination of which side of each of postal 
items a stamp is affixed with the motivation of sorting postal items by the analysis of 
stamp position. 

As per claim 3, Yokoi discloses: 

an orientation-adjusting portion for adjusting the orientation of the postal items so 
that the direction of their length coincides with the transport direction, ([0062], where 
tilted is represented by 180 degrees and erect is represented by 90 degrees); and 

a feeding portion for feeding the orientation-adjusted postal items to said stamp 
side-detecting portion, [0039], imprinting a postmark based on coordinate value of 
stamp area). 
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As per claim 7, Yokoi discloses: 

a stamp position-detecting portion for detecting the position of a stamp on each 
of the postal items aligned by said facing portion, ([0044], lines 3-6, shows x and y 
coordinates of stamp is detected); and 

canceling means for canceling the postal items based on information from said 
stamp position-detecting portion, ([0039], postmark). 

As per claim 8, Yokoi discloses: 

Wherein said canceling means seals a postmark on the stamps, ([0039], 
postmark). 

As per claim 17, Yokoi does not specifically disclose wherein said sorting portion 
has a paddle driven based on the information detected by said stamp side-detecting 
portion, but does disclose a stamp detecting portion that detects stamps based on 
stamp positioning as shown in [0039], lines 9-10, where a stamp detecting unit is 
shown, and in [0044], lines 3-6, where x and y coordinates of stamp is detected. 

However, official notice is taken that it is old and well known in the art for the 
sorting portion to have paddle driven based on the information detected by said stamp 
side-detecting portion. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to 
have paddle driven based on the information detected by said stamp side-detecting 
portion with the motivation of having conventional means on a sorter to physically sort 
postal items effectively by way of paddling the items into the correct pile. 

As per claim 21 , Yokoi does not specifically disclose wherein said rollers are made of 
an elastic material, but does disclose rollers in Fig. 1. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/681 ,092 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3628 

However, official notice is taken that it is old and well known in the art for the 
rollers to be made of an elastic material. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the applicant's invention for the rollers to be made of an 
elastic material with the motivation of making the rollers a material that would be able to 
effectively transport the postal items. 

4. Claims 4-6, 9-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yokoi (US 2002/0046663 A1 ). 

As per claims 4-6, Yokoi fails to disclose the following, but does disclose a stamp 
detecting portion that detects stamps based on stamp positioning as shown in [0039], 
lines 9-10, where a stamp detecting unit is shown, and in [0044], lines 3-6, where x and 
y coordinates of stamp is detected. 

However, Eckert, Jr. discloses: 

a height-sizing portion for picking up postal items higher than a predetermined 
height so that the picked up postal items are fed to said stamp side-detecting portion/ 
further comprising a thickness-sizing portion for picking up postal items thicker than a 
predetermined thickness so that the picked up postal items are fed to said stamp side- 
detecting portion/a height-sizing portion for picking up postal items higher than a 
predetermined height while passing the other postal items equal to or lower than the 
predetermined height through under said height-sizing portion toward the downstream; 
and a thickness-sizing portion for picking up postal items thicker than a predetermined 
thickness from among the postal items passed through by said height-sizing portion, 
wherein the picked up postal items are fed to said stamp side-detecting portion, (Col. 1, 
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line 70-Col. 2, line 3, shows that thickness is taken into consideration when feeding a 
postal item into stamp detector, in this case, height is inherent since both thickness and 
height are measurements of space, and in this case, the amount of space of a postal 
item is taken into consideration for feeding). 

As per claim 9, Yokoi fails to disclose the following, but does disclose a stamp 
detecting portion that detects stamps on a postal item based on stamp positioning as 
shown in [0039], lines 9-10, where a stamp detecting unit is shown, and in [0044], lines 
3-6, where x and y coordinates of stamp of a postal item is detected. 

However, Eckert, Jr. discloses: 

a branching unit for dividing the transport destination into a branch for canceled 
postal items and a branch for uncanceled postal items, (Col. 1, lines 13-20). Eckert, Jr. 
discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of showing that cancelled 
and uncanceled postal items such as letters are separated. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to divide the transport destination into a branch for canceled postal 
items and a branch for uncanceled postal items with the motivation of separating postal 
items according to canceled status. 

As per claim 10, Yokoi fails to disclose the following, but does disclose a stamp 
detecting portion that detects stamps on a postal item based on stamp positioning as 
shown in [0039], lines 9-10, where a stamp detecting unit is shown, and in [0044], lines 
3-6, where x and y coordinates of stamp of a postal item is detected. 

However, Eckert, Jr. discloses: 
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a stacking unit for stacking the canceled postal items, (Col. 1, lines 42-48, 
stacking mechanism). Eckert, Jr. discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the 
purpose of showing means that would support a stack of letters, and place cancelled 
letters in stacks. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to have a stacking unit for stacking the canceled postal items with 
the motivation of stacking postal items according to canceled status. 

As per claims 11/12, Yokoi fails to disclose the following, but does disclose a 
stamp detecting portion that detects stamps on a postal item based on stamp 
positioning as shown in [0039], lines 9-10, where a stamp detecting unit is shown, and 
in [0044], lines 3-6, where x and y coordinates of stamp of a postal item is detected. 

However, Eckert, Jr. discloses: 

dividing the destination of the postal items into branches according to the stamp 
positions based on information from said stamp position-detecting. portion/means for 
dividing the destination of the postal items into two branches, one for postal items with 
the canceled stamps in the front end and the other for postal items with the canceled 
stamps in the rear end, based on information from said stamp position-detecting 
portion., (col. 1 , lines 49-59, groups of letters from first stacks are passed on for further 
handling). Eckert, Jr. discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of 
showing that postal items are sent to different destinations depending on the stack they 
are in. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to divide the destination of the postal items into branches 
according to the stamp positions based on information from said stamp position- 
detecting portion with the motivation of sending postal items to a destination based on 
whether or not it is cancelled. 

As per claim 13, Yokoi fails to disclose the following, but does disclose a stamp 
detecting portion that detects stamps on a postal item based on stamp positioning as 
shown in [0039], lines 9-10, where a stamp detecting unit is shown, and in [0044], lines 
3-6, where x and y coordinates of stamp of a postal item is detected. 

However, Eckert, Jr. discloses: 

a first stacking unit for stacking the postal items with the canceled stamps in the 
front end; and a second stacking unit for stacking the postal items with the canceled 
stamps in the rear end, (Col. 1 , lines 42-48, shows two different stacks). Eckert, Jr. 
discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of showing that cancelled 
stamps and no cancelled stamps go in two different stacks. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to have a first stacking unit and a second stacking with the 
motivation of separately stacking postal items according to canceled status. 

As per claims 14, 15, Yokoi fails to disclose the following, but does disclose a 
stamp detecting portion that detects stamps on a postal item based on stamp 
positioning as shown in [0039], lines 9-10, where a stamp detecting unit is shown, and 
in [0044], lines 3-6, where x and y coordinates of stamp of a postal item is detected. 
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However, Eckert, Jr. discloses: 

a culling unit where a worker(s) culls the postal items picked up by said height- 
sizing portion and feeds the culled postal items to said feeding portion/an automated 
feeding unit for automatically feeding the postal items culled beforehand to the stamp 
side-detecting portion, (col. 1 , line 60-Col. 2, line 3, where height is shows that 
thickness is taken into consideration when feeding a postal item into stamp detector, in 
this case, height is inherent since both thickness and height are measurements of 
space, and in this case, the amount of space of a postal item is taken into consideration 
for feeding). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to have a culling unit in conjunction with an automated feeding unit 
with the motivation of allowing a postal item to be fed based on size. 

As per claim 16, Yokoi fails to disclose the following, but does disclose a stamp 
detecting portion that detects stamps on a postal item based on stamp positioning as 
shown in [0039], lines 9-10, where a stamp detecting unit is shown, and in [0044], lines 
3-6, where x and y coordinates of stamp of a postal item is detected. 

However, Eckert, Jr. discloses: 

Wherein said orientation-adjusting portion uses rollers and belts to change the 
bearings of the postal items from a tilted state to an erect state, (Fig. 1). Eckert, Jr. 
discloses this limitation in an analogous art for the purpose of showing that rollers and 
belts are common means for feeding postal items. 
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. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to use rollers and belts to change the bearings of the postal items 
from a tilted state to an erect state with the motivation of showing that rollers and belts 
aid in transporting postal items in different states. 



5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Akiba K Robinson-Boyce whose telephone number is 
571-272-6734. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on 571-272-6708. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7238 
[After final communications, labeled "Box AF"], 703-746-7239 [Official Communications], 
and 703-746-7150 [Informal/Draft Communications, labeled "PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"]. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305- 



Conclusion 



3900. 




A. R. B. 
January 21, 2007 



